Plant Geography

257

States the more moist grassland, or prairie, is excellent for raising
grain, while the drier grassland, or plain, is good for grazing.

In many cases extensive grasslands are due to the interference
of man rather than to natural conditions.   In temperate regions

FlC. 273. Sclerophyllous forest in Australia in a region with an annual rainfall
of thirty to forty inches
meadows are frequently produced as a result of cultivation. In the
Malay Archipelago large tracts of rank waste grasslands are due
to periodic fires which have followed the removal of the original
forests. The fires destroy dicotyledonous plants but do not appreci-
ably damage the underground rhizomes of the grasses. Similarly,